5'antanu and concludes with the departure ot'Pandavas to Svarga.
As a backdrop to this fascinating story of human drama the detailed
history of the earlier kings of the lunar dynasty was also added
and the stories of survivors in that dynasty namely Pariksit and his
son Janamejaya were also appended to the great epic. But, for the
sake of convenience and maintaining interest the stories of Pariksit
and Janamejaya were narrated in the beginning and the rest of the
story was narrated in a flash-back fashion. Thus the whole story
of the great epic can be analysed into five parts and studied.

The first part of MAHABHARATA covering the first chapter
of the Adiparva deals with the life of Pariksit, Janamejaya etc.,
and contains in detail various theories of cosmogeny, origin of
Gods, Demons, their different incarnations etc. As this part of the
grand epic has nothing to do with the main question of the story,
Agastyapandita dropped it completely as a first step to bring in
brevity in the process of epitomisation.

The second part of the epic MAHABHARATA describes
the life and achievements of various earlier kings of the lunar
dynasty upto 5'antanu, in detail. Agastyapandita very intelligently
condensed this part of the epic into only a few verses. In each verse
he suggested the life and major achievements of almost all the
forefathers of^antanu and thus provided a backdrop for depicting
the dramatic events in the life of later heroes of the lunar dynasty.

The third part of the epic contains the detailed narration
of the life and achievements of king 5'antanu, his sons Bh^sma,
Vicitravirya and Citrdngada " his grandsons Dhrtardstra, Pandu
and Vidura - his great grandsons Kauravas and Pandavas alongwith
the details of the origin and grouth of the rivalry between them, the
evil intentions and schemes of Kauravas - trials and tribulations
ot'Pandavas - negotiations for peace - and the final arrival of the
rival cousins on the battlefield at Kuruksetra to settle their dispute.
Many episodes, legends and didactic discourses were also present
throughout this part, which covers the second part of the Adiparva
and fully covers the Sabhd, Aranya, Virata and Udyoga Parvas of